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THE NATIONAL FUR TRADE SYMPOSIUM

he Sublette County Historical Society/ Museum of

the Mountain Man was proud to host the National
Fur Trade (NFT) Symposium for the United States and
Canada this past September 5 — 8th, 2012. “The
200th Anniversary of Robert Stuart and the Astorians,
1811 — 1812” was the theme of the conference which
took place right here in Sublette County and Wyoming
over two centuries ago. The Green River Valley is con-
sidered the crossroads of the Astorians during the 19th

century fur trade.

The four-day conference was an overwhelming suc-
cess and our Wind River Mountains and Museum of the
Mountain Man provided an excellent backdrop for the
historical lectures, educational sessions and tours that
presented a visual and interpretive experience into the
fur trade of our area.

Twelve academic professors and scholars presented a
variety of research papers, historical insights and edu-
cational perspectives. Their presentations enhanced the
knowledge and understanding of this significant part of
Wyoming heritage and its place in the realm of national
history that contributed to the economic, cultural and
social development of the peoples and geographic area.

on the Astorian Seven.

An all-day historical tour took place on Thursday, vis-
iting fur trade and Astorian sites of the Green River Val-
ley, with the lectures on Friday and Saturday. Evenings
were reserved for “Socials” that were open and free to
the public including the mountain man shrub bar. These
special programs featured an 1811 living history camp,
the Saga of Marie Dorion, a Crow Sun Dance Lodge
presentation by Dr. Adrien Heidenreich and the Big Day
Family of the Montana Crow Nation and a unique play

The NFT Symposium was very well-attended and
represented by visitors from 22 different states around
the country and 2 provinces of Canada. This was the
third time MMM hosted the NFT Symposium in its 25-
year history. It is held every three years at institutions

throughout the United States and Canada. The 2015

Symposium will be hosted by Bent’s Fort, Colorado.
“Hosting the National Fur Trade Symposium was an
honor for the Museum of the Mountain Man, Sublette
County and the State of Wyoming,” says Director, Laurie
Hartwig, “and the visiting conference-goers and academic
community were very impressed with our epicenter of
the fur trade.

THANK You To Our 2012 Fur TrRADE SYMPOSIUM
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MUSEUM RECEIVES COWBOY BRONZE

he Sublette County Historical

Society/ Museum of the Mountain
Man was the recipient of a beautiful
bronze statue this past August entitled,
“Wyoming Outfitter” in memory of local,
long-time cowboy and outfitter Tom Jesse
Mollring.

Tom was born in Pinedale on December
17, 1929 and attended Pinedale schools
and the University of Wyoming. After
a stint in the Air Force, Tom returned to
Pinedale and became a big game outfitter
in the Hoback Basin as well as working local
ranches in the Pinedale and Jackson Hole
area. Tom was an avid fly fisherman, loved
the outdoors and formed many lasting
friendships throughout his life.

The three and a-half foot bronze was
created by Bill Nebeker, a prestigious
member of the Cowboy Artists of America, and traveled here from Prescott,
Arizona. Bill’s intricate detail and three-dimensional work in “Wyoming
Outfitter’ captures an authentic portrayal of the working cowboy of the
American West.

The Nebeker bronze was graciously donated by Erivan and Helga Haub,
long-time supporters of the Museum. The Haubs, avid art collectors and
close friend of Tom, wanted a beautiful, long lasting legacy to honor their
friend as well as an exceptional piece of art to be enjoyed by the public.

‘Wyoming Outfitter’ will be displayed in the upper gallery of the Museum
of the Mountain Man.




LANDER TRAIL - NEW FORK RIVER PARK

ander Trail/ New Fork River
Historical Park Development
on the New Fork Historical Park
continued in 2012 thanks to many;,
many organizations, individuals
and volunteers.Through a private
donation by an Anonymous Donor,
another 22 acres that was con-
nected and parallel to the property,
was acquired, making the area a full
104-acre park.

The Sublette County Road
and Bridge, through the generos-
ity of the SC Commissioners,
donated time and equipment,
relocated the main entrance, built a
parking lot and the footprint of an
ADA walking path, which will be
completed this spring. The National
Park Service continued site and
interpretative signs planning, as well
as a second field season of archaeol-
ogy work by Cannon USU Archaeo-

logical Services. This was due in part by a generous grant
from the Wyoming Cultural Trust Fund. Forty 40
volunteers, donating over 500 hours of service, complet-
ing many tasks during a week-long session in late Septem-
ber. Ena Olsen and family allowed the crews to cross her
private ground and river to the east side of the old island
where more surveys took place. Bill Wadsworth and
Sam Drucker helped clear out several hazardous trees to

develop trail pathways.

The Historical Society anticipates the park will be open
to the public beginning June 1st, with a Grand Opening
and Dedication planned for September 6, 201 3.

LANDER TRAIL - NEwW FORK PARK VOLUNTEERS

Dawn Ballou Richard Currit
Renee Bovee Joseph Debebe
Sharon Brown lan Douglas
John Bryant Levi Douglas
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Ken Cannon Heidi Fassler
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Robert Cross Mary Hopkins
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Aaron Mahr
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Stacy Myers
Laura Nowlin

Gary O’Brien
Jon Peart
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Jamie Schoen
Sara Schults
Courtney Skinner
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Gary Stephenson
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Karen Stewart
Nathan Stewart
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Bill Wadsworth
Dave Welch
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Mary Lynn Worl
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Wyoming State Historic
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Sponsors

Green River Valley Museum

Sommers Ranch Partnership

Sublette County Historical
Society

Sublette County Historic
Preservation Board

Wyoming State Historic
Preservation Office

Donor & Loans

MaryAnne Almquist

Pauleen Baker

Caroline Brazell

Jamie Brewer

Toni David

Susan Ball Eiden

he Sommers Homestead continues
to expand and was open for regular

hours to the public on Fridays and
Saturdays from 10am to 3pm during
the summer of 2012. Thanks to the
volunteer staff, especially Jonita Som-
mers, Toni David, Ashley Ander-
son and Clint Gilchrist. We had 668
visitors sign the guest book and over
$1,000 raised through the donation
box, although admission is free.

“Hands-on Living History Presen-
tations” were presented for visiting
school groups in the late fall. Special
thanks goes to volunteers JB Bond
for a blacksmithing demonstration;
Jamie Brewer for showing how to
churn butter; Caroline Brazzell and
Sandy Bousman for spinning wheel
demonstrations; Jonita Sommers
presented how to clean eggs, cook and

SOMMERS RANCH HOMESTEAD

iron; Dawn Ballou demonstrated early
laundry washing; Chad Espenscheid
roped and Sam Drucker and Dave
Vicek gave talks and tours on prehis-
toric archaeology.

A beaver slide hay plunger was
added to the children’s playground and
the garage, cellar and barn were com-
pleted by Roscoe Co in 2012. Alex
Price donated an old barn which was
disassembled log by log and brought
across the Green River. Next on the
restoration list are the bunk house and
ice house. All will be open to the
public in 201 3.

This historic site is managed jointly
by the Sublette County Historical So-
ciety, Green RiverValley Museum and
siblings Jonita and Albert Sommers.

SOMMERS RANCH HOMESTEAD VOLUNTEERS

Nancy Espenscheid
Betty Fear
James Gehlhausen

Green River Valley Museum

Grace and Daniel Jensen
Mark Jones

Kim Jensen Joseph
KPIN Radio

Helena Linn

Jeannie Lockwood

M & M Transfer

Swede McAlister

John McKinley and Family
Linda Meeks

Maggie Miller

Tom Mitchell

Rob Murdock

Robin Murdock

Lisa Rogers Para
Charles Price

Cami Rogers

Kristy Sims

Albert Sommers
Jonita Sommers
Eddie Steele

Bill Williams
Sherwin-Williams, Jackson Hole
Volunteers:
MaryAnne Almquist
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Dawn Ballou
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Buck’s Welding
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Jeannie Lockwood
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Jonita Sommers
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The Astorian ($35)
Allen County Library
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Ludwig, Joanne

Lutje, Nancy Norris

McCarthy, Leo

McCullough, Jim

McDaniel, John

McKinley, John & Kathy
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Miller, Phillip
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Pape, Billy & Annette

Pape, David
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Payne, Jim

Payton, Tonya

Penton, Bob & Darlene

Penton, Lilymae

Percy, Jim & Lenore

Perkins, Mary Pat

Perrin, Louise

Pfaff, Betty

Mike Powell

Pruett, Tom

Radakovich, Roy/
Dorothy

Radosevich, John & Jan

Randall-Toth, Gail

Rizzo, Jim & Christina

Roberts, Steve

Rodenbeck, Greg &
Carol

Rosa, Yvette

Shepard, David

Shields, Bonnie

Siefken, Bob & Marcella

Sievers, Donna

Silhan, Joe

Skinner, G. Gage

Skinner, Ole & Karen

Slane, Thomas

Snow, Hank & Melita

Sommers, Albert & Sue

Sommers, Jonita

Spence, Mary

Sprague, Rick

Staidl, George & Phyllis

Steele, Harry & Mary
Ellen

Stingley, Kevin

Sullivan, Chris & Carla

Surrena, Patrick

Swain, Jamie

Swick, Robert

Taylor, John

Teller, Peter & Sandra

Thomas, Brent & Angie

Thomas, Clark

Thomas, Doyle & Anne

Thornhill, Chris &
Shauna

Tolley, Rob & Nancy

Torma, Tom & Adreina

Vlcek, Dave

Walker, Patsy

Walters, Mitch

Waters, Luann Sewell

Watson, David & Eva

Webb, Bill

Wirshborn, James

Wise, Sandy & Lorraine

Wood, Jamie

Worl, Mary Lynn

Yount, Denny & Alane

The Trapper ($100)

Aartstad, Rich

Bartlett, Dan & Carol

Banks, Steve

Beck, Abbie

Belfont, Vinny & Pat

Bell, Dave & Peggy

Benner, Dave

Bosco, Edward

Brown, G.R.

Buston, Kay

Carson, John

Chambers Bed &
Breakfast

Cramer, Dennis & Chris

Crandall, Jo

Crossley, Bob & Joann

De Golyer Library

Drucker, ]J.D. ‘Sam’

Fales, Gordon

Fear, Jay & Ann

Fink, Joseph

Green River Valley Mus.

Grunland, Paul

Hansen, Lowell

Harrigan, Jim & Marla

Holz, Sue

Howard, George &
Mary

Jackson, H. Reid

Jamieson, David

Kaldenberg, Russell

Kervitsky, Tony

King, Kay

Korhel, George

Larson, Ridge & Kathy

Lowham, Sam

McKinley, George &
Carol

Mackey, Sally

Miller, Marguerite

Mitchell, Kay

Montgomery, Randall &
Janet

Nebraska State Historical
Society

Neely, Gary & Ruth

Nell, Richard & Judy

Noble, Dave & Ann

North, William

Pape, Norm & Barb

Pfaff, Betty

Phillips, Fred

Sandoval, Roberto/
Sylvia

Scott, James

Sharp, Sam & Bev

Shriver, Wilma

Skinner, Monte &
Donna

Sparrow, Rollie &
Bettina

Sublette County Artist
Guild

Tabatsky, Kathie

Thompson, Tim & Jody

Underberg, Bob & Pat

VonGontard, Paul &
Margo

Wood, Ed

Wilson, Ron & Cynde

Wright, Craig & Lainey

Rocky Mtn Fur Trade
($150)

AMM

Bing, Bob & Carolyn

Eatinger, Mark & Cheryl

Ervin, Zen & Jennifer

Fisler, Barry

Fluckiger, Lester

Gooch, Rusty &
Rosemary

lvie, Tim

Mortenson, John & Jar

Ptasnik, Greg & Martha

Thomas, James & Kathy

Thompson, Rebecca

Wakefield, Forest/
Sophia

Wise, Ward & Natalie

The Rendezvous ($500)

Ballou, Dawn

Cooney, Mike &
Jeannette

Ross, Ann

Sell, Geoff & Jackie

Smith, Tucker & Jean

Sullivan, Bill & Joyce

Washburn, Phil & Patty

Jim Bridger League

($1,000 & up)

Baker, James & Susan

Ballou, Dawn/ Pinedale
Online

Blatt, John

First Bank

Office Outlet

Hagenstein, Paul &
Bette

Haub, Erivan & Helga

Jensen, Dale

Kerback, Betty

Lee, Kathy

Mollring, Ted &
Christine

Ricketts, Joe & Marlene

SWEPI (Shell) Pinedale

Smith, Richard

Spitzer, Horton & Juli

Tegeler & Associates

Underwood, Donna

Life Members

Carney, Teddy

Flanigan, Peter

Gowans, Fred & Gloria

Hagenstein, Paul &
Bette

Kanski, David

Kanski, Steve & Janice

McNealey, Mrs. James

Oliver, Ruth

Pape, Millie

Parker, Larry & Reggie

Reed, Ellen

Simms, Bob & Martha

Sulenta, Grace
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19TH ANNUAL WREATH & CHOCOLATE AUCTION DONORS

Our Sponsors: First Bank and Wind River Brew Pub

Our Donors:

Allen Agency

Sandy Anderson

Back Country Horsemen

Bank of the West

Angie Thomas

Sheryl Boroff

Peg Bryant

Chamber of Commerce

Clean Wash Laundromat

Dennis Trucking Company

Chelsea & Kate Johnson-
Drucker

Sam & Kate Johnson-
Drucker

Juli Early

Jolene, Juel & Steve
Erickson

Sue Eversull

Green River Valley
Museum

Jay Fear Real Estate

Brenda Hosler

Lake Country Builders

Lakeside Lodge

Our Hosts: Rendezvous Pointe

Laurie LaMere

Learning Center

Nancy Norris Lutje

McKenzie Meningitis
Foundation

Obo’s Market & Deli

Annette Pape

Millie Pape

Lenore Percy

Pinedale Natural Gas

Pine Street Floral

Ridley’s Floral

Rio Verde Engineering

Rocky Mountain Bank

Sage & Snow Garden
Club

Geoff and Jackie Sell

Melita Snow-Truffles

Richie Strom-Christmas
Tree

Sublette Communications

Sublette County Library —
Pinedale

Sublette Insurance and
Ann Fear Appraisals

White Mountain Opera-
tions

Wind River Dental

Wind River Pizza & Pasta

Wind River Stone Scapes

Gayle McMurry Memorial
Wreath

Buyers

Marvene Alexander

Jamie Anderson

Dawn Ballou

Jon Boroff

Des Brunette

Peg Bryant

Kayla Dibben

Jesse Early

Cheryl Eatinger

Kim Ervin

Jay Fear

Jim Gelhausen

Clint Gilchrist

Dawnita Griffith

Paige Harrell

Ken Hartwig

Roxanne Jensen

Our Auctioneer: Jay Fear

Roxanne Kroger
Ken Konicek

Bob Loos

Larry McCullough
Annette Pape
Millie Pape

Martha Ptasnik
Linda Schumacher
Geoff & Jackie Sell
Albert Sommers
Rollin Sparrow
Troy Stephenson
Sofia Wakefield
Phil Washburn
Sean & Tamra Watts
Peg Weber

Carol White

Chris White

Our Elves:
Dawn Ballou
Jon Boroff
Peg Bryant
Clint Gilchrist
Ken Hartwig
Jon Boroff
Sheryl Boroff
Jack Cain
Terry Cain
Sam Drucker
Julie Early
Jay Fear

Jim Mitchell
Annette Pape
Raina Pape-Boone
Billy Pape
Millie Pape
Geoff Sell
Jackie Sell
Bev Sharp
Sam Sharp
Jamie Wood

Peg Bryant
Jon Boroff
Tim Crawford

HistoricAL SocieTy BOARD OF DIRECTORS

].D. “Sam’ Drucker
Clint Gilchrist
Jim Mitchell

Geoff Sell
Sam Sharp
James Thomas

Ron Wilson
Ed Wood

Carol Bartlett
Emma Lee Hecox

Nellie Johnson
Nancy Norris Lutje

STAFF

Annette Pape
Billy Pape

Jennifer Pape
Peg Schaller

Brittany White
Jamie Wood






